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Are you protected 

from cargo loss? 

 

Shipping problems? 

 

Do you need expert 

advice? 
 

http://www.jjboyle.com 

 

Dear Valued Customers: 

On September 2, 2009 the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) of USDA 

published a notice in the Federal Register to inform the public of the Federal Governmentôs 

revised plan to phase in enforcement of the Lacey Act declaration requirement and other 

implementation plans.  

The Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 amended the Lacey Act to provide, among 

other things, that importers submit a declaration at the time of importation for certain plants 

and plant products. The declaration requirements of the Lacey Act became effective on 

December 15, 2008, and enforcement of those requirements is being phased in. 

(See our previous newsletter on the Lacey Act dated March 12, 2009 for more details at the 

following link: http://www.jjboyle.com/IndustryNewsAttachments/JJB-TheCurrent-

03312009.pdf) 

  

APHIS REVISES PHASES III  AND IV  

After review of the comments received, further internal consideration, and experience with 

implementation of enforcement of the declaration requirement to date, APHIS has revised the 

product phase-in schedule, as follows: 
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Phase II remains unchanged. A number of items have been removed from Phase III and some 

new items have been added to Phase IV. Declaration for composite and recycled or reused 

materials has been delayed to no earlier than September 1, 2010.  

 

APHIS states in its notice that it recognizes that many headings listed in Phase IV contain 

goods that are not composed of wood or other plant material and clarifies that a declaration is 

not required for products that have no wood or other plant content. 
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APHIS SEEKS PUBLIC COMMENTS ON SUBSEQUENT PHASES 

APHIS will consider all comments on a list of HTS chapters/subchapters currently under 

consideration for subsequent phases scheduled to begin on or after September 1, 2010. 

Comments must be received within 60 days from September 2, the date the Federal Register 

notice was published. Please see the Federal Register notice for a list of the HTS 

chapters/subchapters under consideration. Comments may be submitted through the Federal 

eRulemaking Portal or may be mailed.  

 

BLANKET DECLARATIONS UNDER CONSIDERATION  

Blanket declarations could be used to declare routine and/or repeat shipments. APHIS is 

currently evaluating options for blanket certification programs and will advise the Trade in the 

future. 

 

USE OF SPP. TO IDENTIFY SPECIES OF IMPORTED PLANTS  

In circumstances where the list of possible species in a particular product includes all species 

in a genus, it is acceptable to use ñspp.ò (which is the plural of species) following the genus 

name on the import declaration form rather than listing all possible species names. However, 

when reference to all possible species in a genus is not accurate (based on geographical or 

other factors), importers are expected to provide either the single genus and species, or a 

specific list on the import declaration form of all possible species that may have been used to 

produce the plant product. 

 

POSSIBLE USE OF ñSHORTHANDò GROUP DESIGNATIONS  

The government is considering shorthand group designations (e.g.: SPF, which is a common 

grade of lumber manufactured from varying proportions of spruce, pine, or fir species in 

Canada.) 

Specifically, it is considering criteria that might be used to define genus and species groups 

and the extent to which it might accept the use of group designations on the import declaration 

and will advise the Trade in the future. 
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U.S.:   San Francisco / Los Angeles / Portland / Seattle / Atlanta / Dallas 
China:  Shanghai / Shenzhen / Hong Kong / Tianjin / Xiamen / Dalian / Qingdao 
Philippines: Manila / Batangas / Cavite 
Thailand:  Bangkok 

 
The information accompanying this newsletter contains confidential information belonging to the sender which is legally privileged. The information is intended only for the use of customers of 
James J. Boyle & Co. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action in reliance on the content of this information 
is strictly prohibited. James J. Boyle & Co. will also not be held accountable for any discrepant information. The service we provide is based on our "Terms and Conditions of Service", which is 
available upon request. 
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  UPDATED VERSION OF DECLARATION FORM  

APHIS may make changes to the PPQ 505 form from time to time. Filers should visit the 

APHIS website to verify that they are using the most updated version of the form.  

 

APHIS encourages importers to file the data required by the amended Lacey Act electronically 

through the Automated Commercial System (ACS). If a paper declaration is used, the original 

must be submitted to APHIS because it cannot be submitted online or by email. The address 

for submitting paper declarations is: The Lacey Act, c/o USDA, Box 10, 4700 River Road, 

Riverdale, MD 20737. 

 

The Federal Register notice is available at the following link: 

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-21216.pdf 

The PPQ 505 Lacey Act Declaration Form is available at the following link: 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/lacey_act/index.shtml 

 

We thank you very much for your time and should you require any assistance or if you have 

any questions, please consult with your local James J. Boyle & Co. office listed below. 

 

Seifu Togo San Francisco stogo@jjboyle.com (650)871-6334 ext. 3105 

Kent Sunakoda Los Angeles ksunakoda@jjboyle.com (323)263-8100 ext. 327 

Lisa Whiles Portland lwhiles@jjboyle.com (503)284-0909 ext. 120 

Barbara Osborn Seattle bosborn@jjboyle.com           (206)447-9580 ext. 106 

Deborah Torma Atlanta dtorma@jjboyle.com (404)968-4700 ext. 100 
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